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Shopping With ‘Yankee Frugality' 


By Maxine Cheshire 

Unlike most husbands who go shopping for their 
wives’ Christmas presents, newly-appointed Secretary of 
Defense Elliot Richardson was under instructions to 
remember his Yankee frugality when he showed up at 
one of Washington’s most exclusive women’s shops one 
night last week. 

Richardson, who buys almost all his wife’s gifts at 
Dorcas Hardin’s Georgetown store, said he had a tele- 
phone call from Mrs. Richardson when she learned 
where he planned to stop on the way home from the 
office. 

“Remember,” she told him, “you still have a $36.40 
credit left over there from last year.” 

Potpourri 

Tucked under Jacqueline Onassis’ arm as she waited 
for a plane at LaGuardia last week was David Halber- 
stajn’s Vietnam book, “The Best and Brightest,” which 
is -about such former New Frontiersmen as Robert 
McNamara and McGeorge Bundy . . . Norman Mailer i 
neVer met the late Marilyn Monroe, but Grosset & Dun-| 
lap_ has paid him $100,000 to write a 25,000-word “im-| 
pression” of her. The text will go with pictures of her] 
from the much-publicized photographic exhibit now on! 
woTld tour . . . When Sen. Edward M. (Ted) Kennedy 
. 1 started scouting for a top woman administrator to 
| counter complaints of male chauvinism, someone sug- 
[ gested Esther Newberg. She ran Rep. Bella Abzug’s 
’ office and is now assistant to New York’s state Demo- 
. cratic chairman. The only factor against her getting the 
job in Kennedy’s office is concern that someone may 
make too much of the fact that she was one of the “Boil- 
er Room Girls” at Chappaquiddick . . . Foreign affairs 
adviser Henry Kissinger, who played the game "Muhle” 
in Germany as a 'boy, got a complimentary set from the 
people who are staging an International Muhle Festival 
at the Swiss Embassy on Dec. 13 ... Ethel Kennedy 
doesn’t own a motorcycle, but she badly wanted some 
black leather pants. She bought two pairs (at $120 and 
$125 each) at different boutiques last week, then sent 
one pair back . . . Oregon Sen. Mark Hatfield’s wife, 
Toni, already the author of three cookbooks, aspires 
to be another Julia Child. She has been studying Cordon 
Bleu techniques with a Washington teacher and is going 
to New York to take more lessons before launching into 
a career as a teacher, lecturer and television demon- 
strator . . . Their boss may have lost the election, but 


the kitchen help at R. Sargent Shriver’s “Timberlawn” 
estate are grateful he made the race. There was never a 
dishwasher until he became the Democratic vice-presi- 
dential nominee. Then the dirty dishes got piled so high 
that someone ordered 500 paper plates to last until an 
appliance company could be contacted . . . The name of 
William Corson, director of the Compliance and En- 
forcement division of the President’s Price Commission, 
appears on .the masthead of “Penthouse” magazine as 
a contributing editor. But, despite the fact that the pub- 
lication is considered more risque than “Playboy,” there 
is nothing titillating about the bureaucrat’s story credits, 
which include articles on Ireland, the CIA, .heroin and 
My Lai. 



